
 
 

 

 

Figure 1Young 

Figure 2Young people fromtm the special educaion cetnre at Muramba 

 

APAX 
Newsletter 

 

February 
2013 

 

   

YOUNG PEOPLE AT THE SPECIAL EDUCATION CENTRE AT MURAMBA  UPDATES 

First impressions 

 

At the beginning of February I arrived in 
Rwanda from the UK and APAX welcomed 
me to their centre in Butare. I was amazed 
by the warmth of my reception and I have 
loved the opportunity I have had to meet 
and talk with different members of the 
community. 
 
Each day I have discovered new things about 
the organisation and the beautiful country in 
which they are working, from visiting the 
development of the new site in Butare to 
watching the novices’ football game on a 
Sunday afternoon. 

 
Aims of my visit 
 
I am going to be working on various projects 
with APAX over the next six months.  I am 
very interested in social and community 
development and am excited to learn about 
APAX’s methods of community 
development action and work towards an 
inclusive society.  

 
Whilst here I am going to work with APAX 
on their organisation development and 
communications. I am going to be working   
with the staff on various projects and hope 
to help with English skills (whilst trying to 
improve my Kinyarwandan!) 
 
I have just returned from visiting the centres 
at   Janja and Muramba and it was an 
amazing experience to be able to see the 
great work that was being done in both 
places. 
 
I am grateful to everyone at APAX for giving 
me such a kind welcome and am very 
excited about my work over the coming 
months!

 

Arrival of a second cow 

APAX have also welcomed another new 
member to their community, with a second 
cow now living on the land in Butare. She is 
settling in well and hopefully will start to 
provide milk in the months to come! Many 
thanks to the support of Edeltraud 
Schrottner in Austria. 

 
Cowshed at Rango 

APAX members begin university 

Two members of the APAX community have 
started their studies at the university in 
Bujumbura, one in special education and one 
in clinical psychology, thanks to the help of 
Romain Worms. 
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Website Under Construction 

A new website is currently being developed 
and will hopefully be up and running soon! 

Joining the APAX Team 
Laura MacLean 



 

 

 

 

The first and largest of APAX’s centres 
continues to enhance the lives of a great 
number of recipients. The centre 
provides a model of community 
integration by enabling children both 
with and without disabilities to live, 
work and play together.  

Additionally the primary school has seen 
recent academic success. Everyone in 
the first group of students to sit the 
National Exam passed – a very proud 
day for the community! 

The centre recently received a visit from 
the French organisation Orleans Trait 
d’Union Monde (OTM) which helps 
APAX to provide scholarships to children 
from difficult and impoverished 
backgrounds. The support is crucial in 
making it possible for the children to 
continue their education and open up  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

their future opportunities. The children 
shared their future plans with the group 
- with careers currently ranging from 
translator to musician! 

The representatives from OTM also 
visited the second dormitory for the 
special school which is currently under 
construction. Their support has enabled 
the project to go ahead, providing much 
needed additional space for children 
with disabilities. 

 

 

 

APAX’S IMPACT 

25 children are resident in the special 
education centre at Muramba. 

Another 75 children with disabilities in the 
surrounding community are supported by the 
APAX Muramba centre 

50 children are educated in the special school 
at Janja 

A further 76 children are resident at Janja  
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The centre at Butare has recently seen the arrival of a new group of six trainees in peacemaking. As part of their education and 
meditation on peacemaking in the world, they are playing an important role in APAX’s peace education work in surrounding areas.  

 

On Sundays, along with the novices of the community, they have been meeting with families and individuals to discuss conflicts which 
have arisen. By stimulating dialogues within and between communities, they are learning how to promote reconciliation and play a 
role in mediating conflict, providing an open space for discussion. 

The construction of the new centre at Rango, Butare continues to proceed. The recent group of trainees has been working alongside 
the other members to develop and cultivate the land, producing various fruits and vegetables for the community. 

 

 

Spotlight on Janja 

Centre 

Arrival of a new training group in 
Butare 
 

 


